
B R O M S G R O V E  D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L 
 
 

MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 6TH FEBRUARY 2012 
AT 6.00 P.M. 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillors R. J. Deeming (Chairman), Mrs. S. J. Baxter, 
Mrs. J. M. Boswell, R. A. Clarke, Mrs. H. J. Jones, R. J. Laight, 
Mrs. C. M. McDonald, E. J. Murray, J. A. Ruck, C. B. Taylor, 
C. J. Tidmarsh and C. J. K. Wilson 
 

 Observers: Councillor Mrs. J. M. L. A. Griffiths 
 

 Officers: Ms. T. Lovejoy, Mr. D. M. Birch, Mr. D. Kelly, Mr. R. Savory, 
Mr. A. Bucklitch, Mr. S. Hawley (Worcestershire Highways) and 
Mr. A. C. Stephens 
 

 
105/11 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED that Councillor J. A. Ruck be elected Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee for the remainder of the municipal year. 
 

106/11 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor M. A. Bullivant. 
 

107/11 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
The following declarations of interest were made:- 
 
Member Application(s) Nature of Interest 

Councillor J. A. 
Ruck 

TPO11/0116 Personal.  Member of The Bromsgrove 
Society, the Chairman of which has made 
representations in respect of the application. 

Councillor C. J. 
Tidmarsh 

TPO11/0116 Personal.  Member of The Bromsgrove 
Society, the Chairman of which has made 
representations in respect of the application. 

Councillor Mrs. 
J. M. Boswell 

11/0796-DK Personal.  Has known residents of the care 
home in the past, and also knows the 
proprietor. 

Councillor Mrs. 
J. M. Boswell 

11/1037-DK 
and  
11/1038-DK 

Personal.  Has known residents of the care 
home in the past, and has also provided light 
entertainments for residents. 
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108/11 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 9th January 
2012 were submitted. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record. 
 

109/11 TREES IN BROMSGROVE HIGH STREET - APPLICATION REF.: 
TPO11/0116  
 
Consideration was given to a report which referred to an application for the 
felling of 32 trees along the High Street, Bromsgrove, between The Strand 
and Worcester Road. 
 
RESOLVED that no objection be made to the felling of the trees referred to in 
the report, subject to the planting of an equal, or greater, number of 
replacement trees within the High Street and the immediate area. 
 

110/11 TREE PRESERVATION ORDER (NO. 7) 2011 - TREE ON LAND AT 1 
BROAD STREET, SIDEMOOR, BROMSGROVE, B61 8LW  
 
The Committee gave consideration to a report which referred to provisional 
Tree Preservation Order (No. 7) 2011 made in respect of a tree on land at the 
rear of 1 Broad Street, Bromsgrove. 
 
RESOLVED that Tree Preservation Order (No. 7) 2011 be confirmed without 
modification. 
 

111/11 11/0796-DK - REDEVELOPMENT OF EXISTING RESIDENTIAL 
INSTITUTION WITHIN CLASS C2, TO PROVIDE 58 DEMENTIA/MEMORY 
LOSS UNITS (USE CLASS C2) (OUTLINE); DEMOLITION OF 
EXTENSIONS AND OUT-BUILDINGS TO THE UPLANDS AND 
ALTERATIONS TO ORIGINAL BUILDING TO PROVIDE 5 NO. 
APARTMENTS AND A DWELLING WITHIN THE COACH HOUSE (USE 
CLASS C3) (FULL) ALTERATIONS TO THE EXISTING ACCESSES AND 
ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING - THE UPLANDS, 33 GREENHILL, BURCOT, 
BROMSGROVE, B60 1BL - MR. AND MRS. BALES  
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services reported the receipt of a 
supporting email from the applicant's agent. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. M. Bales addressed the Committee and 
spoke in support of his application. 
 
Consideration was then given to the application which had been 
recommended for refusal by the Head of Planning and Regeneration Services.  
However, on the matter being put to the vote, Members considered that: 
 
§ the need for specialist housing to meet the needs of the vulnerable 

suffering from dementia and memory loss; 

§ the fact that the lawful use of the site is a Class C2 Residential Institution; 
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§ the synergy between the proposal and the existing and proposed facilities 
at Burcot Grange enabling a self-contained development with public 
transport availability; 

§ the advantage of returning The Uplands to its original form in keeping with 
the locality; and 

§ the advantages of securing an improvement to the existing access to 
Burcot Grange and the removal of the residential institution use of the 
existing access at The Uplands - 

 
constituted very special circumstances to outweigh the harm that would be 
caused to the openness of the Green Belt and the purposes of including land 
within the Green Belt. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services stated that, in the event of 
the Committee being minded to approve the application, it would be necessary 
for it to be referred to the National Planning Casework Unit (formerly, the 
Government Office for the West Midlands), pursuant to the requirements of 
the Department for Communities and Local Government Circular 02/2009. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the application be referred to the National Planning Casework Unit 
(formerly, the Government Office for the West Midlands) under the 
"departure" procedure; and 

(2) that, in the event that the application is not "called-in" by the National 
Planning Casework Unit, permission to approve the application be 
delegated to the Head of Planning and Regeneration Services subject 
to: 

(a) the applicant entering into an appropriate legal mechanism to 
secure monetary contributions in respect of: 

(i) education; 

(ii) play space provision; and 
(b) the imposition of any reasonable conditions and notes as 

considered necessary by the Head of Planning and 
Regeneration Services, with specific reference to a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP); that is, formal 
assurance that site works are progressed sympathetically and to 
agreed good practice to ensure that the potential, adverse 
impacts of the construction period, albeit temporary, are 
minimised as much as possible. 

 
112/11 11/1037-DK - NEW DEMENTIA CARE EXTENSION TO EXISTING CARE 

HOME INCLUDING LISTED BUILDING ALTERATIONS AND 
ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING CARPARKING (APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION) - THE LAWNS RESIDENTIAL HOME, SCHOOL 
LANE, ALVECHURCH, B48 7SB - MR. D. OLIVER  
 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. M. L. A. Griffiths 
addressed the Committee and spoke in support of this application (11/1037-
DK) and the associated application for Listed Building Consent (11/1038-DK). 
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Consideration was then given to the application which had been 
recommended for refusal by the Head of Planning and Regeneration Services.  
However, on the matter being put to the vote, Members considered that the 
need for dementia care outweighed any harm to the setting of the Listed 
Building and the character of the Conservation Area, and also outweighed any 
harmful impact on the residential amenity of the adjoining properties. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services stated that, in the event of 
the Committee being minded to approve the application, it would be necessary 
for the Council to consult with English Heritage who may request that it be 
referred to the National Planning Casework Unit (formerly, the Government 
Office for the West Midlands), due to the impact the development would have 
on the setting of a Listed Building. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that English Heritage be consulted as to whether the application should 
be referred to the National Planning Casework Unit under the 
"departure" procedure; and 

(2) that, in the event that the application is not referred to, and / or 
subsequently "called-in" by, the National Planning Casework Unit, 
permission to approve the application be delegated to the Head of 
Planning and Regeneration Services subject to the imposition of any 
reasonable conditions and notes as considered necessary by the Head 
of Planning and Regeneration Services, with specific reference to a belt 
of screening to the boundary with the adjacent dwelling known as 'The 
Close'. 

 
113/11 11/1038-DK - NEW DEMENTIA CARE EXTENSION TO EXISTING CARE 

HOME INCLUDING LISTED BUILDING ALTERATIONS AND 
ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING CARPARKING (APPLICATION FOR LISTED 
BUILDING CONSENT) - THE LAWNS RESIDENTIAL HOME, SCHOOL 
LANE, ALVECHURCH, B48 7SB - MR. D. OLIVER  
 
Consideration was given to the application which had been recommended for 
refusal by the Head of Planning and Regeneration Services.  However, on the 
matter being put to the vote, Members considered that the development would 
not have a detrimental impact on the setting and fabric of the Listed Building. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services stated that, in the event of 
the Committee being minded to approve the application, it would be necessary 
for the Council to consult with English Heritage who may request that it be 
referred to the National Planning Casework Unit (formerly, the Government 
Office for the West Midlands), due to the impact the development proposed 
under Plan Ref.: 11/1037-DK would have on the setting of a Listed Building. 
 
RESOLVED that, in the event that the application is not referred to, and / or 
subsequently "called-in" by, the National Planning Casework Unit, permission 
to approve the application be delegated to the Head of Planning and 
Regeneration Services subject to the imposition of any reasonable conditions 
and notes as considered necessary. 
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114/11 11/1091-SC - PROPOSED BEDROOM AND BATHROOM EXTENSION, 
AND MINOR LAYOUT AMENDMENTS - 420 BIRMINGHAM ROAD, 
MARLBROOK, BROMSGROVE, B61 0HL - MR. M. SHARPE  
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services reported the receipt of an 
amended plan which more accurately reflected the existing and proposed roof 
structure of the property the subject of the application. 
 
RESOLVED: 
(a) that, subject to the receipt of no further representations during the 

remainder of the consultation period, authority to approve the 
application be delegated to the Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Services upon the expiry of the consultation period on 8th February 
2012; or 

(b) that, in the event of further representations being received before the 
expiry of the consultation period, authority to determine the application 
be delegated to the Head of Planning and Regeneration Services in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Planning Committee to assess 
whether new material considerations have been raised, and to issue a 
decision after the expiry of the statutory publicity period accordingly. 

 
115/11 11/1102-DK - DEMOLITION OF EXISTING DWELLING AND ERECTION OF 

3 NO. DETACHED DWELLINGS AND ASSOCIATED PARKING - 1 BLAKES 
FIELD DRIVE, BARNT GREEN, B45 8JT - MR. S. HUSSEY  
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration Services reported the comments of 
the Drainage Engineer and Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council, and stated 
that an additional 62 representations had been received in respect of the 
application.  She also reported the receipt of a letter from the applicant. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. I. Rose addressed the Committee and 
spoke in opposition to the proposals, followed by Mr. N. Boddison who spoke 
in support of the application.  Lastly, Mr. A. Flynn addressed the Committee 
and spoke on behalf of Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council. 
 
Consideration was then given to the application which had been 
recommended for approval by the Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Services.  However, on the matter being put to the vote, Members considered 
that the development would - 
 
(a) be out of keeping with the existing form and layout of development in 

the locality; and 

(b) be harmful to the visual amenities of the locality. 
 
RESOLVED that permission be refused for reasons (a) and (b) above. 
 

116/11 APPEAL DECISIONS  
 
Consideration was given to a report relating to a planning appeal decision 
which had recently been received. 



Planning Committee 
6th February 2012 

RESOLVED that the report and accompanying appendix be noted. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 


